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PICTURE BOOKS 
 
Avraham, Kate Aver. What Will You Be, Sara Mee? Charlesbridge, 2010. (K-2) 

At her Tol, the first birthday party, Sara Mee plays the traditional Korean prophecy game, 
Toljabee, while her extended family and friends watch. 

 
Fleming, Candace. Clever Jack Takes the Cake. Schwartz & Wade, 2010. (K-3) 

A poor boy named Jack struggles to deliver a birthday present worthy of the princess. 
 
French, Vivian. Yucky Worms. Candlewick, 2010 (K-3)  

While helping Grandma in the garden, a child learns about the important role of the earthworm  
in helping plants grow. 

 
Henkes, Kevin. My Garden. Greenwillow, 2010. (K-1) 

After helping her mother weed, water, and chase the rabbits from their garden, a young 
girl imagines her dream garden complete with jellybean bushes, chocolate rabbits, and 
tomatoes the size of beach balls. 

 
Hills, Tad. How Rocket Learned to Read. Schwartz & Wade, 2010. (K-1) 

A little yellow bird teaches Rocket the dog how to read by first introducing him to the alphabet. 
 
Howe, James. Brontorina. Candlewick, 2010. (K-3) 

Despite her size and not having the proper footwear, a determined dinosaur pursues her dream of 
becoming a ballerina. 

 
Khan, Rukhsana. Big Red Lollipop. Viking, 2010. (K-2) 

Having to take her younger sister along the first time she is invited to a birthday party spoils 
Rubina's fun, and later when that younger sister is asked to a party and baby sister wants to come, 
Rubina must decide whether to help. 
2011 Notable Children’s Book 

 
Knapp, Ruthie. Who Stole Mona Lisa? Bloomsbury, 2010. (K-3) 

Mona Lisa discusses her life in the homes and palaces of artists and kings, and as an object 
of admiration at the Louvre in Paris, tells of her time in the hands of a thief, and shares the secret 
of why she smiles. 

 
Reynolds, Aaron. Back of the Bus. Philomel, 2010. (K-4) 

From the back of the bus, an African American child watches the arrest of Rosa Parks. 
2011 Notable Children’s Book 

 
Stead, Philip Christian. A Sick Day for Amos McGee. Roaring Brook, 2010. (K-2) 

Zookeeper Amos McGee, who is adored by all the animals, gets some unexpected guests 
while home sick one day.   
2011 Caldecott Winner 

 
Stein, David Ezra. Interrupting Chicken. Candlewick, 2010. (K-2) 

Little red chicken wants Papa to read her a bedtime story, but interrupts him almost as soon 
as he begins each tale. 
 2011 Caldecott Honor Book 
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PICTURE BOOKS (continued) 
 
Thomson, Bill. Chalk. Marshall Cavendish, 2010. (K-3) 

A wordless picture book about three children who go to a park on a rainy day, find some 
chalk, and draw pictures that come to life. 
2011 Notable Children’s Book 

 
Tonatiuh, Duncan. Dear Primo: A Letter to My Cousin. Abrams, 2010. (1-3) 

Two cousins, one in Mexico and one in New York City, write to each other and learn that even 
though their daily lives differ, the boys are very similar at heart. 
2011 Pura Belpre Illustrator Honor Book 

 
Wiesner, David. Art & Max. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. (K-3) 

Max wants to be an artist like Arthur, but his first attempt at using a paintbrush sends the two 
friends on a whirlwind trip through various media, with unexpected consequences. 

 
Willems, Mo. Knuffle Bunny Free: An Unexpected Diversion. Balzer & Bray, 2010. (K-2) 

While traveling with her family to Holland to visit her grandparents, Trixie once again loses  
her beloved Knuffle Bunny. 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Pecan Pie Baby.  Putnam's, 2010. (K-2) 

When Mama's pregnancy draws attention away from Gia, she worries that the special bond 
they share will disappear forever once the baby is born. 
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EASY READERS 
 
Arnold, Tedd. Buzz Boy and Fly Guy. Scholastic, 2010. (K-2)   
 Buzz creates a comic book that features Buzz Boy and Fly Guy as the superheroes. (series) 
  
Chaconas, Dori. Cork & Fuzz: The Babysitters. Viking, 2010. (K-3) 
 When Cork and Fuzz agree to babysit a young porcupine, Cork ends up doing most of the  

work. When Fuzz gets into some trouble, it is up to both Cork and the baby to come to his 
assistance. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate. Bink & Gollie.  Candlewick, 2010. (K-3) 
 Two roller-skating best friends, one tiny, one tall, share three comical adventures involving 

outrageously bright socks, an impromptu trek to the Andes, and a most unlikely marvelous 
companion. 
2011 Theodor Geisel Award 
 

Kvasnosky, Laura McGee. Zelda and Ivy: The Big Picture. Candlewick, 2010. (K-2)   
 After fox sisters Zelda and Ivy and their best friend Eugene watch the new Secret Agent Fox 

movie, they are inspired to do some detective work, then practice their new skills when rain 
threatens their campout plans. (series) 

 
Lin, Grace. Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same. Little, Brown. 2010. (K-2) 
 Ling and Ting are identical twins who people think are exactly the same, but time and again  

they prove to be different. 
2011 Theodor Geisel Honor Award 

 
McMullan, Kate. Pearl and Wagner: Four Eyes. Dial, 2009. (K-2)   
 When Wagner's eye test shows that he needs glasses, it takes him a little while, and some help 

from his friends, to adjust to his new look. (series) 
 
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. Dog and Bear: Three to Get Ready. Roaring Brook, 2009. (K-3)  
 Friends Dog and Bear get themselves into silly situations involving a bucket stuck on a head,  

a messy room, and a bouncy bed. (series) 
  
Willems, Mo. Cat the Cat, Who Is That? Balzer & Bray, 2010. (K-2)  
 An exuberant cat introduces readers to her friends. 
 
Willems, Mo. We are in a Book! Hyperion, 2010. (K-2)  
 Piggie realizes that she and Gerald the elephant are in a book and that she can make the reader 
 say words, but when Gerald comes to understand the danger of the book ending, Piggie comes 
 comes up with a solution to get the reader to keep reading. (series) 

2011 Theodor Geisel Honor Award 
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MOVING INTO CHAPTERS 
 
Durand, Hallie. Just Desserts. Atheneum, 2010. (1-3) 

Third-grader Dessert, inspired by Mrs. Howdy Doody’s lessons about the American Revolution, 
decides she and her friends should fight back against annoying siblings, but the club she starts 
only makes matters worse. 

 
English, Karen. Nikki & Deja: The Newsey News Newsletter. Clarion, 2010. (1-3) 

When Nikki and her best friend, Deja, start a newsletter about what is happening on their street 
and in their school, they focus more on writing exciting stories than on finding the truth. (series) 

 
Greene, Stephanie. Princess Posey and the First Grade Parade. Putnam's, 2010. (1-3) 

Posey's fear of starting first grade is alleviated when her teacher invites the students to wear their 
most comfortable clothes to school on the first day. 

 
Grimes, Nikki. Almost Zero. Putnam's, 2010. (1-3) 

Dyamonde, longing for a pair of red high-top sneakers, is persuaded by a classmate that it is her 
mother's job to give her what she needs. She learns an important lesson when she tries that 
argument on her mom who responds by literally giving Dyamonde only what she needs. (series) 

 
Hicks, Betty. Doubles Troubles. Roaring Brook Press, 2010. (1-3) 

Henry tries to help his tennis partner Rocky train so they can win the doubles trophy, while also 
working on a history project with Jazz, and worries his efforts will not pay off. (series) 

 
McDonald, Megan. Stink: Solar System Superhero. Candlewick, 2010. (1-3) 

When Stink discovers that Pluto has been downgraded from a planet to a dwarf planet, he 
launches a campaign in his classroom to restore its status to that of a full-fledged member of  
the solar system. (series) 

 
Thomson, Melissa. Keena Ford and the Secret Journal Mix-up. Dial, 2010. (1-3) 

When she accidentally leaves her journal in Tiffany’s apartment, Keena is afraid that Tiffany  
will reveal all of her secrets. (series) 
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FICTION 
 
Clements, Andrew. We the Children. Atheneum, 2010. (3-5) 

Ben and his friend Jill find themselves in danger when they discover the secret history of their 
Massachusetts school and set out to derail a developer's plan to level the building to make way for 
an amusement park. (series) 

 
Coman, Carolyn. The Memory Bank. Arthur A. Levine Books, 2010. (3-5) 

When Hope learns that although her memory account is seriously low, she is a champion 
dreamer, she stays at the World Wide Memory Bank trying to locate her sister Honey, whom their 
parents abandoned and told Hope to forget. 

 
Gidwitz, Adam. A Tale Dark & Grimm. Dutton, 2010. (4-5) 

Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight more tales, 
encountering such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and other helpful 
folk. Based in part on the Grimms' fairy tales Faithful Johannes, Hansel and Gretel, The Seven 
Ravens, and others. 

 
Graff, Lisa. Sophie Simon Solves Them All. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2010. (2-4) 

Third-grader Sophie Simon ignores her parents' concerns over her lack of friends and continues  
to focus on getting a graphing calculator so that she can study calculus on the bus to school. 

 
Holm, Jennifer L. Turtle in Paradise. Random House, 2010. (3-5) 

In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like children, 
eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in far away Key West, 
Florida.  
2011 Newbery Honor Book 

 
Kirby, Matthew J. The Clockwork Three. Scholastic, 2010. (4-5) 

As mysterious circumstances bring Giuseppe, Frederick, and Hannah together, their lives soon 
interlock like the turning gears in a clock and they realize that each one holds a key to solving the 
others' mysteries. 

 
Korman, Gordon. Framed. Scholastic, 2010. (3-5) 

Griffin Bing is in big trouble when a Super Bowl ring disappears from his middle school's display 
case, replaced by Griffin's retainer, and the more he and his friends investigate, the worse his 
situation becomes. 

 
La Fevers, R. L. Flight of the Phoenix. Houghton Mifflin, 2009. (3-5) 

Ten-year-old Nate is sent to live with a family cousin, the world's last beastologist, after his 
parents are declared lost at sea, but danger mounts when he is brought on an expedition to the 
Arabian desert, gets lost, and must protect a newly hatched phoenix egg and rescue his guardian. 

 
Law, Ingrid. Scumble. Dial, 2010. (4-5) 

Mibs's cousin Ledge is disappointed to discover that his "savvy"--the magical power unique to 
each member of their family--is to make things fall apart, which endangers his uncle Autry's 
ranch and reveals the family secret to future reporter Sarah. 
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FICTION (continued) 
 
Lord, Cynthia. Touch Blue. Scholastic, 2010. (4-5) 

When the state of Maine threatens to shut down their island's one-room schoolhouse because of 
dwindling enrollment, eleven-year-old Tess and her family take in a trumpet-playing foster child 
to increase the school's population. 

 
MacLachlan, Patricia. Word After Word After Word. Katherine Tegen, 2010. (2-5) 

A visiting poet, Ms. Mirabel, teaches five school friends about the power of words and writing. 
 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Emily's Fortune. Delacorte, 2010. (3-5) 
While traveling to her aunt's home in Redbud by train and stagecoach, quiet young Emily and her 
turtle, Rufus, team up with Jackson, fellow orphan and troublemaker extraordinaire, to outsmart 
mean Uncle Victor, who is after Emily's inheritance. 

 
O'Connor, Barbara. The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester. Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2010. (3-5) 

After Owen captures an enormous bullfrog, names it Tooley Graham, then has to release it, he 
and two friends try to use a small submarine that fell from a passing train to search for Tooley in 
the Carter, Georgia, pond it came from, while avoiding nosy neighbor Viola. 

 
Pennypacker, Sara. Clementine: Friend of the Week. Disney-Hyperion, 2010. (2-4) 

With her kitten, Moisturizer, missing, and having fought with her best friend, Margaret, eight-
year-old Clementine finds it hard to concentrate on doing her best as her classmate's Friend of the 
Week. (series) 

 
Vail, Rachel. Justin Case: School, Drool, and Other Daily Disasters. Feiwel and Friends, 2010. (3-5) 

Justin is very nervous about starting third grade and must make the best of things when he does 
not get the teacher he wanted, his best friend is in another class, and his favorite stuffed animal 
disappears. 

 
Voigt, Cynthia. Young Fredle. Knopf, 2011. (3-5) 

Fredle, a young mouse cast out of his home, faces dangers and predators outside, makes some 
important discoveries and allies, and learns the meaning of freedom as he struggles to return 
home. 

 
Williams-Garcia, Rita. One Crazy Summer. Amistad, 2010. (4-5) 

In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month 
with the mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to 
a cold welcome when they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, resents the 
intrusion and wants them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp.  
2011 Newbery Honor Book 
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GRAPHIC NOVELS  
 
Davis, Eleanor. The Secret Science Alliance and the Copycat Crook. Bloomsbury, 2009. (3-5) 

Eleven-year-old Julian Calendar thought changing schools would mean leaving his "nerdy" 
persona behind, but instead he forms an alliance with fellow inventors Greta and Ben. 

 
Hatke, Ben. Zita the Spacegirl. First Second, 2010. (3-5) 

Zita rushes to the rescue after an alien abducts her best friend, and before long finds herself  
hailed as an intergalactic hero. (series) 

  
Hayes, Geoffrey. Benny and Penny and the Toy Breaker: A Toon Book. Raw Junior, 2010. (K-2) 

When their cousin Bo comes to visit, Benny and Penny hide their toys and try to go on a treasure 
hunt without him. (series) 

 
Hinds, Gareth. The Odyssey. Candlewick. 2010. (4+) 

Retells, in graphic novel format, Homer's epic tale of Odysseus, the ancient Greek hero who 
encounters witches and other obstacles on his journey home after fighting in the Trojan War. 

  
Krosoczka, Jarrett. Lunch Lady and the Summer Camp Shakedown. Knopf, 2010. (2-4) 

When the crime-fighting school lunch lady works as the cook at summer camp, she investigates  
the mystery of the legendary swamp monster. (series) 

 
Luciani, Brigitte. Mr. Badger and Mrs. Fox #1:  The Meeting.  Graphic Universe, 2010. (K-3) 
 Badgers and foxes may not usually be friends, but see what power a friendship has! (series) 
 
Mortensen, Lori. The Missing Monster Card. Stone Arch Books, 2010. (K-2) 

Ethan searches everywhere for his new Monster Card, which went missing before he could show 
it to Zack. (series) 

 
Parker, Jake. Missile Mouse: Rescue on Tankium3. Graphix, 2011. (3-5) 

The evil King Bognarsh hires the Blazing Bat to stop Agent Missile Mouse, who has been sent by 
the Galactic Security Agency, along with his new robotic partner Agent 44, to free Tankium3. 
(series) 

  
Shiga, Jason. Meanwhile. Amulet Books, 2010. (3-5) 

In this choose-your-own adventure graphic novel, a boy stumbles on the laboratory of a mad 
scientist who asks him to choose between testing a mind-reading device, a time machine, and a 
doomsday machine. 

  
Spires, Ashley. Binky to the Rescue. Kids Can Press, 2010. (2-4) 

A loveable house cat named Binky, in hot pursuit of an alien wanderer (a bug), falls out of the 
space station porthole (the bathroom window), and finds himself in outer space (outside the 
house).  (series) 
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FOLKTALES 
 
Browne, Anthony. Me and You. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010. (K-3) 

A modern retelling of the classic story in which three bears go out for a stroll, leaving their 
porridge on the table and the door open, an invitation for a golden-haired girl hopelessly lost in 
the city. 

  
Karas, G. Brian. Young Zeus. Scholastic, 2010. (2-5) 

With the help of six monsters, five gods, an enchanted she-goat, and his mother, young Zeus 
becomes the god of gods, master of lightning and thunder, and ruler over all. 

  
Krensky, Stephen. How Coyote Stole the Summer: A Native American Folktale. Millbrook, 2009.  
(K-3) 

A retelling of a Native American folktale about a coyote that tries to steal summer from Old 
Woman who keeps it tied up in a bag. 

 
Laird, Elizabeth. Pea Boy: and Other Stories from Iran. Frances Lincoln, 2010. (3-6) 
     Seven illustrated short stories collected during travels of the author in Iran. 
 
Martínez, Rueben. Once Upon a Time: Traditional Latin American Tales. Rayo, 2010. (K-3) 

A collection of seven traditional tales from Latin America, the Caribbean, and Spain retold in 
English and Spanish.  

 
Stampler, Ann Redisch. The Rooster Prince of Breslov. Clarion, 2010. (K-3) 

In this Yiddish folktale a spoiled prince has a fit and acts like a rooster until he is locked in a 
room for seven days with an old man. 
 

POETRY 
  
Argueta, Jorge. Arroz con Leche: Un Poema Para Cocinar. Groundwood, 2010. (K-3) 
    A recipe for rice pudding in the form of a poem. In both English and Spanish.   
 
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Amazing Faces: Poems. Lee & Low, 2010. (K-3) 

An illustrated collection of sixteen poems based on the theme of the universal emotions shared by 
people around the world. 

 
Peters, Lisa Westberg. Volcano Wakes Up! Holt, 2010. (K-3) 

The influence of a volcanic eruption on the surrounding land and forms of life is examined from 
many perspectives in the natural world. 

 
Raczka, Bob. Guyku: A Year of Haiku for Boys. Houghton Mifflin, 2010. (3-5) 

A collection of haiku poetry for boys that features poems about tree climbing, kite flying, and 
other topics. 

 
Raczka, Bob. Lemonade and Other Poems Squeezed from a Single Word. Roaring Brook, 2011. (K-3) 

A collection of poems based on a child’s day to day experiences that includes a puzzle at the end 
of each poem. 

 
Sidman, Joyce. Dark Emperor & Other Poems of the Night. Houghton Mifflin, 2010. (3-6) 

A collection of poems that celebrate the wonder, mystery, and danger of the night as well as the 
many things that hide in the dark. 
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SCIENCE AND MATH  
 
Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus and the Climate Challenge. Scholastic, 2010. (1-3) 
 Ms. Frizzle and her students board the Magic School Bus for a lesson on climate change and what 

can be done to save the Earth. 
 
Fox, Karen C. Older than the Stars. Charlesbridge, 2010. (1-5) 

An illustrated discussion of the formation of the universe since the big bang, covering topics 
such as cosmology, planets, and minerals, and analyzes how humans are comprised of the same 
atoms that were once a part of stars. 

 
George, Jean Craighead. The Buffalo Are Back. Dutton, 2010. (2-4) 

An illustrated story of the comeback of the buffalo from extinction in the United States, tracing 
their history in connection with cowboys, Teddy Roosevelt, and the Native Americans of the 
plains, and celebrating their resurgence as herds that roam the national parks. 

 
Jenkins, Steve. How to Clean a Hippopotamus: A Look at Unusual Animal Partnerships. Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. (1-4) 

Explores many instances of mutualism: the mutually beneficial symbiotic relationships that can 
be found everywhere in the animal kingdom. 

 
Libbrecht, Kenneth George. The Secret Life of a Snowflake: An Up-Close Look at the Art & Science 
of Snowflakes. Voyageur, 2009. (2-5) 

Physics professor and snowflake photographer Kenneth Libbrecht provides information about 
snowflakes, discussing what they are made of, why they appear to be white, how they form and 
fall, and related topics, and including beautiful photographs of snowflakes magnified by a 
microscope. 

 
Markle, Sandra. How Many Baby Pandas? Walker, 2009. (1-3) 

Full-color illustrated photographs explain each stage in a baby panda's life, describing how the 
Wolong Giant Panda Breeding Center in China is helping to preserve and increase the panda 
population. 

  
McCarthy, Meghan. Pop!: The Invention of Bubble Gum. Simon & Schuster, 2010. (2-5) 

A collection of amusing historical facts on the invention of bubble gum. 
 
Robbins, Ken. For Good Measure: The Ways We Say How Much, How Far, How Heavy, How Big, 
How Old. Roaring Brook, 2010. (2-5) 

Photographs and text explain the meanings and origins of terms related to measurement,  
such as pounds, miles, and quarts. 

 
Wells, Robert E. Why Do Elephants Need the Sun? Albert Whitman, 2010. (1-3) 

Looks at why elephants (and all other life on earth) need the sun to move clouds to places that 
need rain, warm the air, and help plants grow, and explains how the sun generates energy. 
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HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
 
Bauer, Patricia. B is for Battle Cry: A Civil War Alphabet. Sleeping Bear, 2009. (1-3) 

Presents alphabetic entries from A to Z about the Civil War, including such topics as Abraham 
Lincoln, the Confederacy, Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg, and the Union. 

 
Glaser, Linda. Emma’s Poem. Houghton Mifflin, 2010. (K-3) 

Details the inspiration for and history of Emma Lazarus' sonnet, which is inscribed on the Statue 
of Liberty's plaque. 

 
Krull, K. The Brothers Kennedy: John, Robert, Edward. Simon & Schuster, 2010. (1-3) 

An illustrated depiction of moments in the lives of United States politicians John, Robert, and 
Edward Kennedy.    
 

Laban Carrick. Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave. Little, Brown, 2010. (K-3) 
Chronicles the life of Dave, a nineteenth-century slave who went on to become an influential 
poet, artist, and potter. 
2011 Caldecott Honor Book 

 
Schrock, Jan West. Give a Goat. Tilbury House. 2008. (3-5) 

After hearing a story about a girl in Uganda whose life is changed for the better by the gift of a 
goat, a class of fifth-graders pulls together to raise funds to make a similar donation to someone 
in need. 

 
Spradlin, Michael P. Off Like the Wind!: The First Ride of the Pony Express. Walker, 2010. (1-4) 

An illustrated history of the Pony Express, the riders who carried the mail from Missouri to 
California, and the dangers they encountered. 

 
Vernick, Audrey. She Loved Baseball: The Effa Manley Story. HarperCollins, 2010. (2-4) 

An illustrated biography of baseball fanatic Effa Manley, describing her childhood in 
Philadelphia, her career as a business manager, how she came to be the owner of the New Jersey 
baseball team, the Newark Eagles, and her induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
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BIOGRAPHY 
 
Burleigh, Robert. Night Flight: Amelia Earhart Crosses the Atlantic. Simon & Schuster, 2011. (K-3) 

An account of Amelia Earhart’s dangerous 1932 flight across the Atlantic Ocean to Ireland in 
which she survived bad weather and a malfunctioning airplane. 

 
Krull, Kathleen. Kubla Khan: The Emperor of Everything. Viking, 2010. (3-6) 

Presents the life of the Mongol Emperor of China, discussing his building of Beijing, his family, 
and reign. 

 
Krull, Kathleen. Lincoln Tells a Joke: How Laughter Saved the President (and the Country). 
Harcourt, 2010. (3-6) 

Explores Abraham Lincoln's distinctive sense of humor and how, even in the most dire 
circumstances, it helped him survive his difficult life and helped the country cope with the Civil 
War. 

 
Pena, Matt de la. A Nation’s Hope: The Story of Boxing Legend Joe Louis. Dial, 2011.  (K-3) 

An illustrated introduction to the life and accomplishments of professional boxer Joe Louis. 
 
Perdomo, Willie. Clemente! Henry Holt & Co, 2010. (K-3) 

A little boy named Clemente is proud to learn about his namesake, baseball great Roberto 
Clemente, the first Latin American player inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

 
Shecter, Vicky. Cleopatra Rules!: The Amazing Life of the Original Teen Queen. Boyds Mills, 2010. 
(4-6) 

Examines the life of Cleopatra, discussing her rule at an early age, alliances, acquisition of land 
 for Egypt, and enemies.  

 
Sommer, Shelly. Hammerin’ Hank Greenberg: Baseball Pioneer. Calkins Creek, 2011. (5-6) 

Presents the life and career of professional baseball player Hank Greenberg, discussing his Jewish 
heritage, his childhood, military career during World War II, and his roles in baseball. 

 
Tavares, Matt. Henry Aaron’s Dream. Candlewick, 2010. (K-3) 

Chronicles the childhood of Henry Aaron, describing his dream of becoming a major league 
baseball player. 

 
Winter, Jeanette. Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia. Beach Lane Books, 2010. (K-3) 

Luis Soriano has so many books in his little house that he buys two donkeys and travels 
throughout the land bringing the joy of reading to children. 
 

Yoo, Paula. Shining Star: The Anna May Wong Story. Lee & Low, 2009. (3-6) 
Tells the story of Chinese American film star Anna May Wong and how she achieved her dream 
of becoming an actress and working to represent Chinese Americans in a truthful manner. 
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MOVING ON TO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Angleberger, Tom. The Strange Case of Origami Yoda. Amulet Books, 2010. (5+) 

Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of 
Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet 
can really predict the future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda. 

 
Balliett, Blue. The Danger Box. Scholastic, 2010. (5+) 

In small-town Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and his new friend Lorrol investigate the 
contents of a journal found inside a mysterious box and find family secrets and a more valuable 
treasure, while a dangerous stranger watches and waits. 

 
Booraem, Ellen. Small Persons with Wings. Dial, 2011. (5+) 

Mellie Turpin learns her family's legacy when her grandfather wills her his run-down inn, and  
she embarks on a magical quest when fairies demand that Mellie find and return a missing 
magical ring. 

 
Brimner, Larry Dane. Birmingham Sunday. Calkins Creek, 2010. (5+) 

Provides an account of the racially motivated bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama, on September 15, 1963, which resulted in the deaths of four children, and 
discusses how the tragedy spurred the passage of the landmark 1964 civil rights legislation. 

 
Drapper, Sharon. Out of My Mind. Atheneum, 2010. (5+) 

Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy 
discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time. 

 
Rhodes, Jewell Parker. Ninth Ward. Little, Brown, 2010. (5+) 

In New Orleans' Ninth Ward, twelve-year-old Lanesha, who can see spirits, and her adopted 
grandmother have no choice but to stay and weather the storm as Hurricane Katrina bears down 
upon them. 

 
Shulman, Polly. The Grimm Legacy. Putnam's, 2010. (5+) 

New York high school student Elizabeth gets an after-school job as a page at the "New York 
Circulating Material Repository," and when she gains coveted access to its Grimm Collection of 
magical objects, she and the other pages are drawn into a series of frightening adventures 
involving mythical creatures and stolen goods. 

 
Vanderpool, Clare. Moon over Manifest. Delacorte, 2010 (5+) 

Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends 
her to stay with an old friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he grew up, and where she hopes to find 
out some things about his past.   
2011 Newbery Award 
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SERIES KIDS ENJOY 
 
Early Grades 
Adler, David. Bones. Viking. (K-2) 
Capucilli, Alyssa. Biscuit. HarperTrophy. (K-1) 
Cazet, Denys. Minnie and Moo. HarperTrophy. (K-2) 
Chaconas, Dori. Cork and Fuzz. Viking. (K-1) 
DiCamillo, Kate. Mercy Watson. (1-3) 
Guest, Elissa. Iris and Walter. Harcourt. (K-1) 
Howe, James. Houndsley and Catina. Candlewick. (K-1) 
Lumry, Amanda. Adventures of Riley. Scholastic. (K-3) 
Mills, Claudia. Gus & Grandpa. Farrar, Straus & Giroux 
      (K-2) 
Rylant, Cynthia. Henry and Mudge. Aladdin. (K-1) 
Rylant, Cynthia. Poppleton. Blue Sky. (K-1) 
Sharmat, Marjorie. Nate the Great. Yearling. (K-2) 
Silverman, Erica. Cowgirl Kate & Cocoa. Harcourt. (K-2) 
Willems, Mo. Elephant and Piggie. Hyperion. (K-2) 
 
 
Middle Grades 
Abbott, Tony. Secrets of Droon. Scholastic. (2-4) 
Barrows, Annie. Ivy and Bean. Chronicle. (2-4) 
Child, Lauren. Clarice Bean. Candlewick. (2-4) 
Clements, Andrew. Jake Drake. Aladdin. (2-4) 
Denton, Shannon. Boxcar Children Graphic Novels. 
     Magic Wagon. (2-4) 
DiTerlizzi, Tony & Holly Black. Beyond the Spiderwick 
Chronicles. Simon & Schuster. (2-4) 
Gutman, Dan. My Weird School. HarperCollins. (1-3) 
Hayes, Geoffrey. Benny and Penny. Raw Jr. (1-3) 
Jones, Marcia Thornton. Ghostville Elementary. 
Scholastic. (1-3) 
Kerrin, Jessica. Martin Bridge. Kids Can. (2-4) 
McDonald, Megan. Stink. Candlewick. (1-3) 
Ransom, Candice. Time Spies. Mirrorstone. (2-4) 
Roy, Ron. Capital Mysteries. Scholastic. (2-4) 
Runton, Andy. Owly. Top Shelf Productions. (2-4) 
Stilton, Geronimo. Geronimo Stilton. Scholastic. (2-4) 
Various Authors. DK Eyewitness Readers. DK Press. (2-5) 
Various Authors. Let’s Read and Find Out Science.  
     HarperCollins. (1-4) 
Various Authors. Math Matters. Kane Press. (2-4) 
Various Authors. Matt Christopher Sports. Little Brown.  
      (2-5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Upper Grades 
Barry, David. Peter and the Starcatchers. Hyperion. (4-5) 
Buckley, Michael. Sisters Grimm: Fairy Tale Detectives.  
      Amulet. (4-5) 
Harper, Charise Mericle. Just Grace. Houghton. (3-5) 
Holm, Jennifer. Babymouse. Random House. (2-5) 
Horowitz, Anthony. Alex Rider. Philomel. (4-6) 
Hunter, Erin. Warriors. HarperCollins. (3-5) 
Jacques, Brian. Redwall. Penguin. (4-5) 
Kelly, Katy. Lucy Rose. Yearling. (3-5) 
Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a Wimpy Kid. Amulet. (3-5) 
Osborne, Mary Pope. Tales from Odyssey. Hyperion. (3-5) 
Pennypacker, Sara. Clementine. Hyperion. (2-4) 
Reiche, Dietlof. I, Freddy. Scholastic. (3-5) 
Sage, Angie. Septimus Heap. HarperCollins. (4-5) 
Skuryznski, Gloria. Mysteries in Our National Parks.  
      National Geographic. (4-5) 
Smith, Jeff. Bone. Graphix. (3-5) 
Stewart, Paul. Edge Chronicles. Yearling. (4-5) 
Tanaka, Shelley. I Was There. Scholastic. (4-5) 
Van Draanen, Wendelin. Sammy Keyes Mysteries.  
      Yearling. (4-5) 
Various Authors. 39 Clues. Scholastic. (4-5) 
Various Authors. American Girl History Mysteries.  
      American Girl. (3-5) 
Various Authors. Dear America. Scholastic. (3-5) 
Various Authors. Girls of Many Lands. Pleasant Co. (4-5) 
Winkler, Henry. Hank Zipzer. Grosset & Dunlap. (3-5) 
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WEBSITES 
 
Websites are always moving and changing. These links were current and appropriate 
when this list was created (Spring 2011). With these, as with all sites you let your child 
visit, please preview the content before your child visits. 
 
EPA Explorer’s Club http://www.epa.gov/kids/ 
This site explores all aspects of caring for the environment. 
 
Field Trip Earth http://www.fieldtripearth.org/index.xml 
Field Trip Earth is a global resource for teachers, students, and proponents of wildlife 
conservation. 
 
Global Trek http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/globaltrek/ 
Students take virtual field trips to countries around the world without leaving the 
classroom. Each country has a suggested travel itinerary and there are lesson plans 
adapted for different grade levels. 
 
Khan Academy http://www.khanacademy.org/ 
This nonprofit educational video library covers a variety of K-12 math and science topics. 
 
Kids’ Planet http://kidsplanet.org/ 
“Get the Facts” on endangered animals by clicking on their names; vanishing habitat due 
to land development or pollution is often cited. 
 
Kidsreads http://kidsreads.com/ 
Kidsreads is a place on the web for kids to find info about their favorite books, series and 
authors. 
 
National Geographic Kids and Little Kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/ 
http://kidsblogs.nationalgeographic.com/littlekids/ 
Two great sites from National Geographic. Kids can read, watch videos and see pictures 
of topics they are interested in. 
 
PBS Kids’ Wayback  http://pbskids.org/wayback/ 
Go back in time with PBS Wayback. Site includes information on past presidents, 
technology from the 1900’s, civil rights and more. 
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BOOKS I ENJOY: MY READING LOG 
 
 
Author___________________________________________________________________ 
   
Title ____________________________________________________________________ 
   
What I liked ______________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

   
 
Author  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title ____________________________________________________________________   
 
What I liked ______________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Author __________________________________________________________________   
 
Title ____________________________________________________________________  
  
What I liked  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Author __________________________________________________________________ 
   
Title ____________________________________________________________________ 
  
What I liked ______________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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