
 

        

           

Elementary School PTO 
30 Beethoven Ave. 

Newton, MA  02468 
December 12, 2011 

 

Dear Zervas Parents: 

As you know, Steve Griffin will be retiring at the end of this school year after so capably and 
thoughtfully leading Zervas for the past seven years.  The recruiting process for a new principal 
has already begun. 

Superintendent David Fleishman has provided us with an outline and timetable of the search 
process, and has asked for our help in electing parent representatives to serve on the Selection 
Advisory Committee (SAC).  This committee will be comprised of Zervas parents, Zervas 
teachers, key Newton administrators, and Assistant Superintendent Joe Russo.  The committee 
will advise Superintendent Fleishman by helping understand the needs of the particular school 
when crafting interview questions, recommending candidates for interviews, and recommending 
finalists to the Superintendent, who will ultimately appoint the new principal. 

We will be electing 3 to 4 Zervas parents to serve on the committee, and will be making our 
decisions based on a number of factors, including balancing the representation across different 
constituencies at Zervas.  Please know that there are ways to be involved in the process should 
you not be able to serve on the selection committee – one being meeting and providing feedback 
on the finalists when they visit Zervas; Dr. Fleishman will explain the search process in greater 
detail when he meets with our parent community on Tuesday, December 13 (7:30pm in the 
Zervas gym). 

The time commitment for members of the Selection Advisory Committee is sizable and 
anticipated to involve one afternoon orientation meeting, two full days of candidate interviews, 
and possibly a few mornings visiting the schools of any finalist.  Most of this work will likely 
take place in the month of January and into early February.  If you are interested in participating 
on the committee, please fill out the attached form and return it to the office by December 21st.   
Parent representatives will be chosen and notified by early January. 

Thanks. 

                                          
PTO  Co-Presidents  



 

 

Selection Advisory Committee 
Parent Representative Application 
 

PTO 

Your Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s) and grade(s) of children: _________________________________________________ 

Why would you like to serve on the Selection Advisory Committee? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How would your background and experience at Zervas inform your decisions on the committee? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form to the office by Wednesday, December 21st. Feel free to e-mail us at 
pto@zervaspto.org with any questions. Thank you for your interest in being on this committee.  
 
Jane Spitz and Joanne Hooker, PTO Co-Presidents



 


